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WVPGA Becomes Clean States Stakeholder

WVPGA Promotes
Propane on State Level
WVPGA ATTENDS CLEAN STATE PROGRAM
Propane has been discovered! It is now being talked about as
a clean, effective motor fuel. That was the topic at the July meeting of the West Virginia Clean State group. Attending on behalf
of WVPGA was Vice President Rick Bowen, Airgas USA, Shinnston.
State agencies and school systems are looking at propane
autogas as way to run various county and state vehicles as well
as school buses. This development will come as no surprise to
those who attended the Summer Membership Meeting when
PERC’s Mike Taylor laid out the case for adding this to your business model.
If you missed his presentation, be sure to read further for an
article on how to get into this lucrative market. There is even a
portion to help figure out what to do next.
The West Virginia Clean States Program has been around for
the last 2 decades. WVPGA was involved heavily with the organization during the decade of the 1990’s. Recently, WVPGA
renewed its involvement by becoming a stake holder again.
Governor Ear Ray Tomblin has formed a task force to study
converting the state’s vehicle fleet to alternative fuels. “I think
they should explore every avenue, whether it be compressed
natural gas, propane or whatever it is—let’s look at all the possibilities.”
According to the Charleston Daily Mail, former Governors
Gaston Caperton and Bob Wise both studied conversion plans
during their respective terms. The task force includes about two
dozen representatives of state government and business. It had
its first meeting in July.

Riding the Bus
to Greater
Sales

Opening the School House
Door: How Do I Get Started?
Selling propane autogas to a school district is a new experience for most marketers and it can be tough getting into a
new market. Don’t get discouraged.
Remember -- propane is an abundant,
domestically-produced, competitivelypriced fuel, and it offers great benefits
in helping America meet its energy
needs.
Here are some tips to learning about
propane autogas, and the needs of local
school districts.
Do some research and learn the pros and
cons of the fuels that districts are considering. There are many, many websites
devoted to alternative fuels and the vehicles that use them.
These should help you get started:
PERC’s www.autogasusa.org
 The U.S. Department of Energy’s
site on alternative fuels is http://
energy.gov/alternative-fuel-vehciles,
 and its site with lots of alternative
fuel data is www.afdc.energy.gov/
afdc/about.html;
 and the DOE’s Clean Cities program
http://energy.gov/cleant-citiess promotes the use of alternative fuel vehicles on a state by state basis.


Keep up with the local papers or websites of the communities you serve. Buying school buses can be a major investment for a local district so these outlets
should be reporting on the purchase. You
need to know more than sports scores to
make a sale (continued on next page).

Practical Ways to Grow Your Business Right
Now
The market for propane is changing. Sales for home heating have
been declining due to warm winters and more efficient heating
technology. Marketers can no longer rely on selling the bulk of their
propane during the cold months, and must become four-season
sellers.
In recent years, a number of original equipment manufacturers and
the Propane Education & Research Council have been working to
develop new propane-burning technology that helps the nation
become more energy efficient.
One growing arena is propane autogas for fleets, specifically for
school districts and their buses. With gas near $4 a gallon, school
districts nationwide are searching for a cheaper alternative fuel that
delivers the same convenience, range and power as gasoline.
Districts Choose Propane
For instance, the Portland
(Ore.) School District first
converted a few buses to
propane autogas about 30 years
ago. Today, nearly all of the 88
buses in its fleet use this fuel as
they drive more than 3.5 million
miles during the school year.
Indeed, Portland likes propane autogas so much that this year the
district announced the purchase of 86 new Vision buses from Blue Bird
that use Roush CleanTech autogas technology. And Portland is on
track to purchase a number of Type A buses from Collins Bus that use
CleanFuel USA autogas technology.
The district will quickly save money on its bus fuel costs, said Mark
Elias, area general manager for First Student, a provider of student
transportation services that operates the buses for Portland's schools.
"In their first year of operation, these propane autogas school buses
are expected to save $500,000 to $700,000 in fuel and maintenance
costs over their diesel counterparts," Elias said.
The smaller school district in Zeeland, Mich., had been using
biodiesel since 2003 to fuel its buses that transported 9,000 students
daily. It sought a cleaner burning fuel and bought in 2010 nine
propane-powered Blue Bird Vision school buses.
“Propane vehicles emit fewer emissions than gasoline and diesel
vehicles,” said David Meeuwsen, the transportation director for the
Zeeland school district.
Along with cleaner air, Zeeland found that propane autogas meant
cleaner burning engines that operated more efficiently. The Blue Birds
need fewer oil and oil filter changes, “warm up faster, have greater
power, and are quieter than the diesel buses,” said Meeuwsen
(continued on next page).

Riding the Bus to
Greater Sales
Continued

continued from previous page
Get in the game – attend school board
meetings; the schedule is often listed in
the local papers. You may know some of
the leaders of the school district or of
the schools that your children attend.

What Managers Want

Attend chamber of commerce and business organization events in your community.

Here’s how propane autogas stacks up:

Firms like First Student
www.firststudentinc.com and its competitors operate and manage the transportation needs of school districts.
Of course, many school districts don’t
outsource these services but buy buses
from third-party distributors that serve
a state or group of states. Ask the
transportation director of your school
district for the firm he works with to
buy buses and other vehicles.
PERC recently named Mike Taylor its director of autogas business development.
Mike is an autogas veteran who led Heritage Propane’s fleet management office,
and spent more than 20 years in the
school transportation industry with such
firms as Blue Bird. Contact Mike at
(202) 452-8975 and
mike.taylor@propane.com .
As the propane industry shifts gears,
propane autogas offers a growth sector
for marketers seeking new opportunities.
Invest the time to learn about this
promising market and you could see your
sales accelerate.

These insights can help marketers understand what district fleet
managers are looking for as they research a possible switch to an
alternative fuel. Some of the major factors considered are: emissions,
cost, maintenance, power, range, and refueling infrastructure.

Emissions: Propane-autogas-fueled vehicles
emit 12 percent less carbon dioxide, about 20
percent less nitrogen oxide, and up to 60
percent less carbon monoxide than gasolinepowered vehicles. And propane-autogas can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 25
percent compared with their gasoline-fueled counterparts.
Range: A 25-gallon propane tank will last longer than an equivalent
tank of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), ethanol, and other
alternatives.
Safety: The federal government considers propane a safe motor fuel.
A propane tank is 20-times more puncture resistant than a gasoline
tank, and propane has the lowest flammability range of all the
alternative motor fuels.
Maintenance: Propane is a clean burning fuel, causing less damage
to an engine than gasoline. That means fewer oil changes, and less
overall wear and tear.
Costs: A per-gallon cost comparison isn’t precise because propane is
typically cheaper than gas but a tank of gas will take you farther than a
tank of propane. And pricing can differ from state to state. But when all
cost factors are considered, propane matches up well with gasoline.
Power: Studies show that propane-fueled buses have the same torque
and power as gasoline-fueled buses.
Refueling: Propane autogas refueling systems, including a tank and
no-spill dispenser, are compact and easy to install. On average, a
propane refueling station costs about 10 percent of that of a CNG
station.
A home grown fuel: Nearly 97 percent of the propane consumed in
the U.S. is produced domestically.

Check out the tips on how
to get started located at the
left.

This article was prepared by Burney Simpson, Editor & Writer,
Propane Education & Research Council. He may be reached at
burney.simpson@propane.com.

Changes to
NFPA 58 & 54
Under Consideration
This has been a busy year for codes and standards
development activities in the propane industry. Much of the
activity is due to the involvement of the Technology,
Standards and Safety (TS&S) Committee.
NFPA 58, the National Fuel Gas Code (NFPA 54), the
International Codes are just a few of the
codes
and
standards
undergoing
development activities for their next
editions. This has kept the TS&S
Committee and its representatives to the
various codes and standards writing
bodies very busy.
At its meeting September 10-12,
2012 in Providence, RI, the committee expects to be
reviewing the new proposals to the National Fuel Gas Code
(of which NPGA contributed two) in order to establish
positions on them.
There are approximately 65 proposals submitted already
and no doubt the National Fuel Gas Code Committee will
develop additional proposals. In addition, the deadline for
submitting comments to the NFPA for the next edition of
NFPA 58 is August 31, 2012.
The committee will have completed development of
comments to NFPA 58 but will continue working on several
dockets of importance, such as:
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* Tod-1784 opened to study methods for verifying that
odorant has been added to propane prior to being shipped to
a bulk plant.
* Tef-1771 will undertake the complete overhaul of Chapter
11 in NFPA 58 because it is outdated with respect to current
technology used on engine fuel systems for motor vehicles.
 Tme-1777 intends to provide additional explanatory
material in NFPA 58 to highlight the differences between the
field tests used for measuring ethyl mercaptan in propane.

If available, comments to NFPA 58 that were submitted by
other parties will be discussed at the meeting as well.
NPGA
members, especially
marketers, are encouraged to attend
the meetings and participate in the
discussions. The committee is always
looking for new ideas and feedback to
ensure it is properly reflecting the
needs of the industry.
For further information, contact NPGA's Bruce Swiecicki at
bswiecicki@npga.org

